How Do Mexicans Celebrate the Day of the Dead?

 At the end of October, Mexicans prepare to celebrate the Day of the Dead. The Day of the Dead celebration is two days: November 1 and November 2. On these days, Mexicans remember their dead friends and relatives. Relatives are people in your family. 
 People are not sad on the Day of the Dead. They are happy. Markets and shops sell special things before the Day of the Dead. They sell candles, flowers, candies, and chocolates that look like skulls or bones. They also sell bread called Bread of the Dead. The bread looks like skulls or bones, too! 
 Families believe that their dead relatives and friends are going to visit them. They make an altar in their home for their dead visitors. An altar is a special table with pictures of the dead person. People put flowers, candles, and some of the dead person's favourite things on the altar. The family also puts the dead person's favourite food and drinks there. People leave many different kinds of food and drinks: coffee, water, rice and beans, chicken, fruit, and the special bread and candies for the Day of the Dead. The family also leaves a bowl with water and a clean towel. This is for the dead visitors to wash their hands before the meal. Then the family lights the candles and waits for the dead person to visit them. 
At midnight, the family leaves the house. They go to the graves of their relatives. A grave is the place in the ground where people put a dead body. The family cleans the grave. They also decorate it with flowers and candles. Then they have a picnic on the grave with special food and drinks. They tell stories about the dead person and talk to the dead person. They eat, drink, play music, and sing. 
 Different parts of Mexico have different Day of the Dead traditions.  

Today, in many big towns, Mexican families get together to have a special dinner at home. They eat the Bread of the Dead at this meal. The Bread of the Dead has a toy skeleton in it. The Mexicans believe that the person who gets the toy skeleton will have good luck. 

VOCABULARY
I. Write the correct words in the blanks: candles
 
remember
 meal
bones
 favourite 
towel 

midnight 
skeleton 

1. Mexicans think about people from the past on the Day of the Dead. They _______ them. 

2. Mexicans put _______at the grave. They want light at the grave. 

3. The family eats a special _______. They sit together at the table and eat and drink. 

4. The visitors wash their hands with water . Then they dry them with a __________.
5. His _______ food is chicken. He likes it more than all other food. 

6. My neighbour fell. She broke two _______in her arm. 

7. They went to the cemetery at 12 o'clock at night. It was ______ .
8. All the bones of a person are called a ________. 

WORDS THAT GO TOGETHER

II. Write the correct words in the blanks: get together 

have a picnic 

tell stories 

1. At the cemetery, they eat food and have drinks. . They ___________.
2. They remember the dead person and ______ about the person. 

3. His family likes to _______ on the Day of the Dead. They meet and do something special. 
UNDERSTANDING THE READING

III. Circle the letter of the correct answer. 

1.The Day of the Dead is  ____
a.  a time to be sad 
b.  a time to remember dead friends and relatives  
c.  at the end of October 

2. At home, the family puts things on a special _____ for the dead person. 

a.   table 

b.   candle 



c.  grave 

3. At midnight, the family goes to ______ .
a.  the market 
b.   the dead person's home 

c.  the cemetery 

REMEMBERING DETAILS

IV. Circle T if the sentence is true. Circle F if the sentence is false. 

1.      The Day of the Dead celebration is for one day. 
 

T 
F 

2.      They sell bread called Food of the Dead.       

 

T 
F 

3.      People put food and drinks on the altar.     

 

T 
F 

4.      At midnight, the family goes to their house.   



T 
F 

5.      The family decorates the grave with flowers and candles 

T 
F 
6.      The person with the toy skeleton will have good luck.


T  
F
UNDERSTANDING THE SEQUENCE

V. Which happened first? Write 1 on the line. Which happened second? Write 2 on the line. 

1__ The markets sell flowers, candles, and special candy. 

___ Mexicans celebrate the Day of the Dead on November 1 and November 2. 

___ The family waits for the dead person to visit them. 

___ The family makes an altar for the dead visitors. 

___ The family cleans and decorates the grave. 

___ At midnight, the family leaves the house.
___ The family eats, drinks, plays music, and sings. 

___ The family has a picnic. 

WRITING

Complete the sentences about the Day of the Dead. 


Example: Mexicans celebrate _the_Day_of_the_Dead.

1. The Day of the Dead is ______. 

2. The markets and shops sell ______. 

3. Families believe ______. 

4. At midnight, ______ .
5. In big towns, Mexican families ______. 

TELL THE STORY

Work with a partner. Tell the story of the Day of the Dead to your partner. Use your own words. Your partner asks you questions about the story. Then your partner tells you the story and you ask questions. 

DISCUSSION

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates. 

1. Why are people happy on the Day of the Dead? 

2. How do people remember the dead in your country? 

3. Do you believe dead people come back and visit? Why or why not? 

